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O b je c t ive : 
St u d e n t s  will u s e  t h e  in s p ir a t io n  o f c o n t e m p o r a r y a r t is t  J o h n  Dye r  t o  p a in t  a  
r e a lis t ic  g a r d e n  o r  n a t u r e  p a in t in g  s h o win g  m a n y d iffe r e n t  b r u s h s t r o ke s , 
m ixin g  o f p a in t  c o lo r s , a n d  s h o win g  a r e a s  o f lig h t  a n d  s h a d o w. 

 
 

S t a n d a r d / Co n c e p t  

An c h o r  St a n d a r d  # 1: 
Ge n e r a t e  a n d  c o n c e p t u a lize  a r t is t ic  id e a s  a n d  wo r k. 
 
An c h o r  St a n d a r d  # 3: 
Re fin e  a n d  c o m p le t e  a r t is t ic  wo r k. 
 
An c h o r  St a n d a r d  # 5 : 
De ve lo p  a n d  r e fin e  a r t is t ic  wo r k fo r  p r e s e n t a t io n . 
 
An c h o r  St a n d a r d  # 7: 
Pe r c e ive  a n d  a n a lyze  a r t is t ic  wo r k. 



 
 
 

Ma t e r ia ls  

● Hig h -q u a lit y, 8X10 wh it e  p a p e r  (Fr e e  fr o m  Ar t  t o  Re m e m b e r ) 
● Exa m p le s  o f J o h n  Dye r ’s  g a r d e n  a n d  n a t u r e  p a in t in g s  
● Pe n c ils  a n d  e r a s e r s  
● Te m p e r a  p a in t  in  a ll c o lo r s  (r e d , o r a n g e , ye llo w, g r e e n , t u r q u o is e , b lu e , 

p u r p le , wh it e , b r o wn , a n d  b la c k) 
● Pa in t  t r a ys  o r  m ixin g  p a lle t s  
● Wa t e r  c u p s  
● Pa in t b r u s h e s  
● Pa p e r  t o we l 
● Ap r o n s  
● Co n s t r u c t io n  p a p e r  in  m a n y c o lo r s , s c r a p s  o f le ft o ve r  p a p e r  will a ls o  

wo r k 
● Sc is s o r s  
● Glu e  
● Ma r ke r s  

 
 

Br e a kd o wn  
Da y Dir e c t io n  

1 

 
J o h n  Dye r  is  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y a r t is t  fr o m  Co r n wa ll in  En g la n d . He  
p a in t s  b r ig h t , c o lo r fu l p a in t in g s  o f g a r d e n s  a n d  n a t u r e . Cu r r e n t ly h e  
is  t h e  o ffic ia l a r t is t  fo r  t h e  Ea r t h  fo r  e a r t h d a y.o r g  
 



 
Th e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r  will lo o k a t  g a rd e n  a n d  n a t u r e  p a in t in g s  
b y J o h n  Dye r  a n d  we  will d is c u s s  t h e  fo llo win g  t o p ic s  a s  a  wh o le  
g r o u p , s m a ll g r o u p , o r  wit h  a  p a r t n e r : 

● Dis c u s s  J o h n  Dye r 's  a r t is t ic  s t yle  (e .g ., vib r a n t  c o lo r s , b o ld  
s h a p e s ) 

● Exp lo r e  t h e  t e c h n iq u e s  h e  u s e s  (e .g ., b r u s h wo r k, d e t a il, An a lyze  
t h e  u s e  o f c o lo r  in  J o h n  Dye r 's  p a in t in g s . 

● Ho w d o e s  c o lo r  c o n t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  m o o d  o r  fe e lin g  o f h is  
a r t wo r ks ? 

● Id e n t ify c o m m o n  t h e m e s  in  J o h n  Dye r 's  a r t wo r k (e .g ., n a t u r e , 
la n d s c a p e s ) 

● Ho w d o e s  h is  wo r k in s p ir e  c r e a t ivit y a n d  im a g in a t io n ? 
● Co m p a r e  J o h n  Dye r 's  s t yle  a n d  t h e m e s  wit h  o t h e r  a r t is t s  

s t u d ie d  in  c la s s . 

2 St u d e n t s  will s ke t c h  g a r d e n  a n d  n a t u r e  s c e n e s  a ft e r  lo o kin g  a n d  
d is c u s s in g  J o h n  Dye r ’s  p a in t in g s . St u d e n t s  s h o u ld  c r e a t e  1 la r g e  
s ke t c h  o r  s e ve r a l s m a lle r  s ke t c h e s  t o  h e lp  wit h  t h e ir  fin a l d r a win g  
a n d  p a in t in g  h a p p e n in g  d u r in g  t h e  n e xt  a r t  c la s s .  

3 Th e  s t u d e n t s  will g a th e r  a ll t h e ir  p a in t in g  s u p p lie s  a n d  wh it e  d r a win g  
p a p e r  a n d  b e g in  t o  p a in t  t h e ir  g a r d e n  o r  n a t u r e  s c e n e . En c o u r a g e  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  wh ile  p a in t in g  t o : 

● Pa in t  r e a lis t ic a lly a n d  t o  a d d  lo t s  o f d e t a il 
● Pa in t  t h e ir  e n t ir e  p a p e r  
● Us e  d iffe r e n t  b r u s h  s t r o ke s  fo r  d iffe r e n t  flo r a  a n d  fa u n a   
● Mix t h e ir  p a in t  c o lo r s  t o  m a ke  n e w c o lo r s  (a d d in g  wh it e  t o  

m a ke  a  t in t  o r  b la c k t o  a d d  a  s h a d e ) 
● Fo c u s  o n  a d d in g  a r e a s  o f lig h t  (c o lo r s  m ixe d  wit h  wh it e ) a n d  

a r e a s  o f s h a d e  (c o lo r s  m ixe d  wit h  b la c k) fo r  a  m o r e  r e a lis t ic  
a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t io n a l p a in t in g  o f n a t u r e  

4  Aft e r  t h e  fir s t  c la s s  p e r io d  o f p a in t in g , h a ve  e a c h  s t u d e n t  p la c e  t h e ir  
u n fin is h e d  p a in t in g  a t  t h e ir  s e a t . S t u d e n t s  will wa lk a r o u n d  t h e  
c la s s r o o m  lo o kin g , b u t  n o t  t o u c h in g , a ll o f t h e  p a in t in g s . O n c e  
e ve r yo n e  h a s  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  lo o k a t  t h e  p a in t in g  t h e  c la s s  will h o ld  
a  c r it iq u e  a n d  d is c u s s io n . Po s s ib le  d is c u s s io n  t o p ic s  a r e : 

● Wh a t  d id  yo u  s e e  t o d a y t h a t  yo u  like d ?  
● Co m p lim e n t s  t o  in d ivid u a l a r t is t s  
● Wh a t  c o u ld  we  d o  t o  im p r o ve  o u r  p a in t in g s ? 
● Wh a t  t e c h n iq u e s  d id  yo u  s e e  t o d a y t h a t  yo u  wo u ld  like  t o  t r y 

o n  yo u r  o wn  p a p e r ?  
● Did  yo u  d is c u s s  wit h  a n o t h e r  a r t is t  in  t h e  r o o m  s o m e t h in g  t h e y 

d id  t h a t  yo u  like d ?  



 
5  Aft e r  t h e  c la s s r o o m  c r it iq u e , s t u d e n t s  will b e  g ive n  m o r e  t im e  t o  

p a in t . Th is  c a n  b e  d o n e  a ft e r  t h e  c r it iq u e  o r  yo u  c a n  wa it  o n  t h e  n e xt  
c la s s  p e r io d , d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w m u c h  t im e  yo u  h a ve  le ft . 
 
Du r in g  t h e  s e c o n d  c la s s  o f p a in t in g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  fo c u s  o n  
p a in t in g  t h e ir  e n t ir e  p a p e r , a d d in g  r e a lis t ic  d e t a ils , a n d  p a in t in g  
t h e ir  flo we r s  wit h  r e p r e s e n t a t io n a l b r u s h s t r o ke s . 
 
S t u d e n t s  wh o  fin is h  in  1 c la s s  p e r io d , e n c o u r a g e  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
a d d  e xt r a  d e t a ils  a n d  m o r e  flo we r s  d u r in g  t h e  s e c o n d  c la s s  p e r io d . 
 
So m e  s t u d e n t s  m a y fin is h  in  2 c la s s  p e r io d s , e n c o u r a g e  t h e s e  
s t u d e n t s  t o  a d d  m o r e  r e a lis t ic  d e t a il o r  t o  h e lp  o u t  a  fr ie n d  fin is h  
t h e ir  p a in t in g s . 
 
O t h e r  s t u d e n t s  m a y t a ke  3 c la s s  p e r io d s  t o  fin is h  th e ir  p a in t in g s , 
a llo w t h e m  e xt r a  t im e  t o  d o  t h e ir  b e s t  wo r k, b u t  a ls o  a llo w t h e m  t o  
s kip  t h e  n e xt  s t e p  if t h e y r u n  o u t  o f t im e . 

6 Wh e n  t h e  p a in t in g s  a r e  c o m p le t e  a n d  d r ie d  s t u d e n t s  will u s e  
c o n s t r u c t io n  p a p e r  t o  a d d  fig u r e s  t o  t h e ir  g a r d e n  a n d  n a t u r e  
p a in t in g s . Th e  fig u r e s  s h o u ld  b e  in t e r a c t in g  wit h  t h e  n a t u r e  in  t h e  
p a in t in g s . Fig u r e s  c u t  o u t  s h o u ld  in c lu d e : 

● He a d  (h a t  o p t io n a l) 
● Bo d y 
● Ar m s  
● Le g s  

Th e  fig u r e  p ie c e s  s h o u ld  b e  c u t  o u t  in d ivid u a lly a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  will 
b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  m a n y d iffe r e n t  c o lo r s  o f p a p e r . 
 
Id e a s  fo r  h o w fig u r e s  c a n  in t e r a c t  wit h  n a t u r e : 

● Re a c h in g  o u t  t o  t o u c h  
● We e d in g  
● Sit t in g  
● Ad m ir in g  
● Pla n t in g  

 
 

Ste p s  fo r  t h e  Le s s o n  
St e p  Dir e c t io n s  Im a g e  



 
1 Th e  t e a c h e r  a n d  s t u d e n t s  will lo o k a t  a n d  

d is c u s s  t h e  g a r d e n  a n d  n a t u r e  p a in t in g s  
b y t h e  a r t is t  J o h n  Dye r . 

 
2 St u d e n t s  will c r e a t e  s ke t c h e s  o f g a r d e n s  o r  

n a t u r e  in s p ir e d  b y t h e  a r t wo r k t h e y s a w o f 
J o h n  Dye r . 

 

3 St u d e n t s  will u s e  h ig h  q u a lit y Ar t  t o  
Re m e m b e r  p a p e r  t o  d r a w t h e ir  fin a l g a r d e n  
o r  n a t u r e  s c e n e  wit h  p e n c il. 
*this step is optional you can skip drawing 
and have students paint their picture 
directly on their paper * 

 

4 Students will paint their garden or nature 
scene using tempera paints. Encourage 
students to mix their own new colors while 
they create their painting. Students should 
also add many realistic details to their 
painting and experiment with various 
brushstrok es while creating their nature 
and garden paintings.  
*this step will take 2 class periods with a 
critique in between*  

 

5 Students will have a classroom gallery walk 
and group critique of the unfinished 
garden paintings.  

 

6 After the classroom critique, students will 
be given more time to paint. This can be 
done after the critique or you can wait on 
the next class period, depending on how 
much time you have left.  

 

7 On the last class period, students will add 
people to their painting using construction 
paper. The students will cut and glue 
simple shapes out of the construction 
paper. The figures in the painting should 
be interacting with the nature in the 
painting som e way.  
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